
Would you like to see Volunteer Voices go paperless? Receive your issue through email, rather than the USPS?    

If so, send an email from the email address at which you would like to receive this newsletter to Kit Okray at 

kokray@mtces.org. And please visit our website at mtces.org for current news and events. 

  

              
MTCES has a new address ìì 

7197 Mother Teresa Lane  

 

 

 

 

Winter 2010 

 

Locating Mother Teresa Catholic Elementary School has become a little easier, thanks to 

the efforts of two past Chairs of the schoolõs Board of Trustees. When the school gained 

direct access to Yankee Road with a paved street, Nicholas Gantenberg (Chair from 2006-

2009) and Tony Reed (Chair from 2003-2006) spearheaded the effort to give our Yankee 

Road entrance street an appropriate name. Working with Liberty Township and Butler 

County officials, the street was named Mother Teresa Lane during the summer, and on   

Friday, December 18th, the street address of MTCES became 7197 Mother Teresa Lane. 

Tony Reed and Nicholas Gantenberg on Mother Teresa Lane 
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Principalõs Corner 

 

 At last we feel Spring in the airñwhat a difference it makes!   Students are happy 

and excited about life in general.   It has been a long winter and the students were 

becoming weary of the dreary days.    

We are very excited about our All School Retreat which is coming this Friday 

(March 12th) .  We went to an outside source because we thought that having a 

team that the students did not know would make a bigger impression on the   

students.  One big change is that it is truly an all day retreat.    I will let your child 

inform you of the dayõs activities.  We sent home the Family Lenten BookletsñI 

hope you have found it helpful.   Our next big event is the Seder Meal which we 

have on Holy Thursday at 11:00.  The staff and I wish you all a very wonderful 

and blessed Easter.  May the Risen Christ reign in your hearts and grant much 

peace and happiness to your family. Z 



 

MTCES PTO Honors Two Outstanding Young People 
 

By Laura Hoppa 

On Dec 16, the MTCES PTO was proud to present two outstanding eighth graders with tuition scholarships for their final 

semester of elementary school. Sarah Drumm and Jason Roll earned this honor for being exemplary young people who have 

shared their gifts and talents with our school community. 

 

Each of our applicants was talented and deserving, and the selection committee was challenged to pick just two honorees.  

Ultimately, the essays written by Sarah, Jason, and their parents swayed evaluators.  

 

Sarah explained that being selected for this scholarship would mean she had 

made an impact on the lives around her, an accomplishment sheõd be proud 

of.  òTo know that I had made a difference on my school community would 

make my amazing experience here at Mother Teresa even better,ó she wrote.  

Her parents noted that Sarahõs òtime at MTCES has been integral in molding 

her into the faith-filled, generous, hard-working leader she has become.ó 

 

òWe shall never know all the good a simple smile can do,ó were the words of 

Mother Teresa.  And Kim and Ron Drumm wrote that òSarah is a shining 

example that you donõt have to be the loudest individual to make the biggest 

and most positive impact on those you come in contact with.ó 

 

For his part, Jason realized that the community at MTCES inspires him to be 

a better person every day.  òMTCES has taught me many things, from the 

value of a smile, to showing respect for others.ó  He wrote that he is a differ-

ent person than when he arrived as a transfer student, and noted, òI am mod-

estly thrilled to be the person I am now.ó 

 

Jasonõs parents, Chris and Nancy, agree.  òIt has been a real blessing to see Jason mature into the young man he is becom-

ing,ó they wrote.  And they added, òWe are very proud of him.ó 

 

Congratulations to the Drumm and Roll families. Our MTCES community is richer because of you and your children. 

Read (& See) All About Us! MTCES was in the News, and on the Airwaves this Winter 
 

In December, the greater Cincinnati area learned what we have known for some time; that MTCES is a òCool School.ó Dan 

Carroll of Fox 19 visited for several days, and included our students in the morning broadcast 

on Thursday, December 3rd.  

 

Sister Anne was honored by the West Chester Liberty Chamber Alliance on November 20th, 

which was reported in the Pulse Journal, the Cincinnati Enquirer and the Catholic Telegraph, 

and mentioned on WCPO Channel 9. 

 

MTCES was the feature school in the Cincinnati 

Enquirerõs annual story on Catholic Schools Week, and 

House Minority Leader John Boehnerõs February visit and the beautiful pergola built by 

Nick Silvestri also received positive coverage in the local press. 

 

If you missed these stories, visit the MTCES archives at http://www.mtces.org/FrontPageContent/Archive/
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Chamber Honors Four MTCES Volunteers 
  

MTCES parents Jose Castrejon (Kas-tra- 

HONE) and Dan Walter are among the  

recipients of the David & Katy Kern  

Beautification Award-Small Company for 

their MTCES grounds work by the West  

Chester Liberty Chamber of Commerce.  

Sharing in the honor are Eagle Scout  

candidates Steven Bare and Nick Silvestri. 

Although neither young man attended 

MTCES (both are too old to have been mem-

bers of our first graduating class), they both 

have younger siblings attending our school. 

 

Thanks & Congratulations to our wonderful Volunteers! 
  

 

Celebrate Catholic Education                           

and support MTCES! 

These t-shirts let others know you are a product of Catholic 

Schools, and by purchasing one, you support the school of some 

of your favorite studentsñ-Mother Teresa Catholic Elementary 

School. Visit our website and learn how you can get  a great t-

shirt in the MTCES colors of Blue and Gold. 

 

  

 

  

  

Facilities Committee Update 
By Tony Reed 

Our mission is to 1) Protect our Children; 2) Plan and Provide the Grounds and Facilities; 3) Maintain and Improve our Assets.   

The Facilities Committee has had a busy year so far!  The committee has grown quite a bit this year, welcoming a number of new 

members.  We have had record attendance at both our Saturday work days (3rd Sat of the month), and our monthly meetings (first 

Thursday).  Weõve had several folks become òregularsó with our core group from the past couple of years.  This includes Brian James, 

Dane Vandewater, Jamie Gellner, Mike Andary, and Steve Rengers.  It is great to get some new blood!! 

Speaking of new members, Dane Vandewater has graciously agreed to co-chair the important Grounds committee with Jose Castre-

jon, succeeding Dan Walter.  Dan was the original Grounds chair since the school moved from Our Lady of Sorrows!!  The landscape 

design and all of our beautiful grounds are a result of his dedication and long hours.  He only has 1 ½ years left at MTCES, so this is a 

great time to start teaching others to follow in his shoes.  We really appreciate the tremendous volunteer work that Dan has done.  

Please take the time to thank him when you see him.  He has left us with a firm foundation!  Key accomplishments include designing 

the playground area; landscaping Phases 1 ð 3;  and creating the ball fields. 

Smart Board installation has been a big project for the committee this year.  Dave Maushart and Mark Kleingers continue to spear 

head this effort.  Their most recent accomplishment was the installation in Mrs. Austinõs room.  There are now only a couple of rooms 

left in Phase II that need this great learning tool! 

This year has seen us staff our first ever Maintenance role at MTCES.  Josh Mortonstrauss is now working part time for the school 

supplementing the work of the committee.  This is a big step for us.  It is very important that we continue to proactively take care of 

the beautiful facilities in an efficient and cost effective manner. 

Thank you to the dedicated volunteers who have continued to help out this year.  It is amazing the level of talent and support that we 

have in our community. 

 

Pictured: Jose 

(Pep) Castrejon 

and Dan Walter 

(above) Steven 

Bare (left) and 

Nick Silvestri. 

 


